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1 7 Short D IALOG UE about 
3 Repealing the Occaſional 
Act, &c. 


24. Was much ſurpriz d, Sir, the other 
7 day, to hear a Gentleman of your 
K Cloth declare himſelf ſo openly and 
I earneſtly as you did, for Repealing 
the Act againſt Occaſional Conformity. 


B. Perhaps ſo: But your Wonder at me 
proceeded from your not knowing me e- 
Hough; or the Cloth, as you call it, too 
uch: for if you had, you would always 
Have heard me declaring againſt whatever 
Þreaks in upon and infringes the Liberty 
if the Mind and Conſcience of Mankind: 

ihe A 3 Which 


Liberty of Conſcience, and allow every # 


+483 i 
Which as I think God and Nature hath f 
made free, ſo no human Laws, nor the 0 
Authority of any Government, ſhould re- 
ſtrai p 


And I judge it to be directly unreaſon- f 
able, unwarrantable by the Goſpel, and f 
ſinful, in any Legiſlature, or Supreme Au- b 
thority, to deprive a Man of a Civil Right, f 
and of the common Benefits and Advan- It 
tages of Life, only becanſe he came think * 
after the ſame manner as its Managers do, 
in controyerted Points, or about flight F 
and indifferent things: And that tis a # 
little too hardy for them to conclude, that b 
becauſe they. are Vppermoff, they mult J © 
therefore be Orthodox, and all the reſt of 0 
their People in the wrong. 1 


A. But would you have an Univerfil 7 


one to believe and act juſt as he pleaſes? 1 
B. That is not the Caſe now in view. C 
Bat why not? Can Men help being o h 


different Opinions, any more than beine n 


of different Statures or Complexions ? An, a 


is it not certain, that we who call ou a 
n % 1 ſelye 'F 


AF 4 
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5. 1 
th ſelves Orthodox, are as much divided in 
he Jour Sentiments about ſome difficult Places 
e- Jof Scripture, and even about the Senſe of 

Jour own Articles of Religion, as the Dil- 
n- ſenters themſelves are in their Judgment 
nd from the Eſtabliſh'd Church? And if this 
u · be the Fact, as beyond diſpute it is, why 
ht, ſhould not Men be allow'd to declare 
n- their Judgments openly, and to proceed 
nk and act accordingly? Would you eſta- 
lo, pliſn Hypocriſy by a Law? ?h7)?”:7d. 
bt | | 
al A, But would not ſuch an Univerſal Li- 
nat berty of Conſcience tend to the Injury 
aſt of the. Eſtabliſh'd Church, and deprive it 
of fof a good deal of its Authority and 
Power over the Minds and Conſciences 
of Men? 


7 doobiiofh lofi thas cn 


a Power to do miſchief, and to oppreſs 
ou and vex Mankind. Nor do I think it 
ve 22 hath 


C8) | 
hath the leaſt Right to any ſuch Power; | 
and I believe all the Schiſins and Diſſen- 
ſions which we have amongſt us, are 
owing to the unwarrantable Pretence to | 
it, and Exerciſe of it, 1 


4. Pray, Sir, how fo? | 


B. Why, becauſe they have impoſed YG 
upon their People the fallible Dictates of We 
Men, inſtead of the Divine Oracles ; and 
their own Judgment, Will, and Pleaſure, * 
Inſtead of the Faith and Laws of God. 
Do you think, that if all Creeds and Con- 
feſſions of Faith, and neceſſary Articles 
of Religion, had always been fairly drawn 
up in the expreſs Words of Scripture, any 
_ Chriſtians would have refuſed to have ſub- 
ſcribed to them? Who could have dared 
to declare their Diſſent from them, or to 
ſet, up any Church againſt them? And 
had their Canons alſo and Rules of Practice 
related to no other Matters, and been 
carry'd xo further, than only to bare 
Decency and Order, as they ought not to 
have been; no one could have refuſed 
Conformity. And how any Men came 
A nM. 


1 

Iro be ſo hardy, as to add to the Words of 

choſe Books whoſe Authority they acknow- 

ledge to be Divine; and to impoſe on 
Mankind their own private and fallible 

Opinions and Judgments, as neceſſary Ar- 

Iticles of Faith and Religion, without 

Itrembling at the Curſe denounc'd againſt 

them who add to the Reveal'd Will of 
God; I muſt own I can impute to nothing 
Jeſs than an evil Heart of Unbelief. 


A. Won't this make the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church guilty of the Schiſm, as tis call'd, 
Iwhich is made by the Diſſenters; and 
imply, that they have impoſed upon them 
Hard ou unreaſonable Terms of Commu- 
nion: 8 * 


. 


B. Sir, I don't undertake to anſwer for, 
and to excuſe all that I think ſome Men 
have been to blame for this way. 1 
thank God I had no hand in it, and I 
have ever had Courage enough to declare 
Sgainſft it, and to own that I thought it 
Fvrong : as I do ſuch Impoſitions upon Ra- 
tional and Free Creatures. 


B 1 Þ 
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ak * u Sir, if 1 fon 7 e 
our Meaning, this Notion will introduci i 
4 Tolerarion for even Papiftt' as well al 8 
Profeſtant Diſſenters. But ſure you would 
not allow an Iridulgence to a Falſe and 
Idolarros Religion! F 
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B. As to the bare ſpiritual Faith and 
Belief of Papiſts, about ſuch Points al 
Religion in which they differ from us; 
T muſt own to you frankly, that tho 10 
think I can plainly demonſtrate that ther Þ 
_ in the wrong, and tho I judge their 
deſignedly form d by their Prieſts 
< advance their own Craft and Trade 

yet becauſe one cannot be certain that 
many of the Laity, and here and there an? 
Te norunt Prieſt, may not be in earmeſt a- 
dout it; I think they ought not to be | 
injured hor perſecuted purely on the ac- 'F 
count of their Faith and Belief. But as to f 
the Light you put it in, in compare 
with our Proteſtant Diſſenters, the matter 
is quite different. The Religion of the 
Roman Catholicks is High Treaſon in our 
Government, and is utterly = 
A wit 


x 1 


1 = J 


4.443 
rich the Supremacy of our Sovereign: 
ke und ſhould Lþat be to Wed here, it 50000 
Hor only drain the Wealth of our Nation 
ol Haro Monaſteries, and ſuch-like Nurſerięs 
MF pf Lazineſs and Superſtition; but it wo J 
5 4 ſend vaſt quantities of it abroad: it would 
render our Sovereign a Vaſſal to the Pope, 
XL Lad depreciatę the Power and Authority 
nd Jof our Laws, whenever they ſhould come 
oi | into competition with thoſe of the 
8; Church; and take the Puniſhment of 
Even felonious and murdrous Prieſts out 
3 Pf the power of the Civil Magiſtrate. 
And therefore tis not only as they are 
Ile of Meg « diſſe ay, Lan us in barg 
4 Matters of Religious Diſpute, that the 
Wiſdom of our Laws allows no Toler 
Fon to the publick Exerciſe of the Papiſts 
a. Religion: Ft tis becauſe ſome of 11 8 
be. n and Practices are inconſiſtent with 
he Well-being and Safety of our Conſti- 
fon. and Th the Power and Anon 
gur Soncigigy- 


A. But will not that Argumeut hold 
Jas, in à good meaſure, againſt tolerating - 
Lowe of theſe whom we call Proteſtant 

£ B 2 Diſſen- 


on 


4 


ich ia 
LR 


612) | f 

Diſſenters? And eſpecially | againſt let- Ib. 
ting them come into Places of Truſt un- Ire 
der the Government? For you know, Wu: 
the Churchmen have uſually charg?d the MC 
Presbyterians, &. with holding Tenets . 
inconſiſtent with Monarchy ; and with Ih. 
their being for Rebellion, and for pulling He 
down the Eſtabliſh'd Church, E 

| | ad 
B. It would certainly do ſo, were the 
Fact equally true; vi. That our Pro. r 
teſtant Diſſenters are as much againſt our "Wt 
 Monarchical Government, and againſt our FC 
Conſtitution in Church and State, as on FE 
ſome occaſions they have been repreſen- 7 - 
ted. But the contrary to this is fo ma- 
nifeſt, that I don't know any Tenets or 
Opinions of theirs, allowed by Collective 
Bodies, which have any Tendency that 
way. And they are ſo far from deſiring Ft 
to pull down the Eſtabliſh'd Church, that 
they had rather have That uppermoſt, than F< 
even their own, as the Cale now ſtands 
wi them.” ̃ , EY 
Beſides, Sir, the Repeal of this Act 
will not neceſſarily bring them into Places Ft 
of Truſt in the Government: that * 27 
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| deſire Places only to __ ambitious 
es, they will 
o. never ſtick at any Ways of qualifying them- 
77 2 elves to get into them. And thus our 
ur Communions are and muſt be crouded with 
n Huypocrites. ow 


> 


EE. 4 g 4 18071 
a» A A. But you know, Sir, they are ſaid 
or Mo have been the Fomenters and Promo- 
ve. ters of that dreadful Rebellion, which in 
at Four late Civil Wars brought King Charles 
g the Firſt ro the Block, and quite overſet 
at the Government both in Church and 

State. 1 55 


B. They are fo repreſented indeed, and 
ct Fvery often: But by a careful Inquiry into 


es the Hiſtories of thoſe Times, I cant find 


1 v8 | | 
ill that to have been the Face. 


4 #4 - OY 


# 


"TAS _ | 
Such as are now calPd Churchmen, 4 
were as much in the beginning of that 
Affair, as the Diſſenters ; and many of | 
pſe ſo calPd, were as hearty Royaliſts | 
as any others; and contributed as much 
as others to the Reſtoration of King 
Charles the Second. + _—_ 
True indeed it is, that when things 
came to the laſt Extremity, the Army 
under Oliver, and other fuch factious 
Leaders, were train'd up by a Set of i 
Artful Canting Sectaries, to the Advance- 
ment of their own Pure: Intereſt and F 
Advantage, But I think it doth by no 
means appear, that the Body of cur pre- 
ſent Diſſenters have s and avow'd 1 + 
the Principles of Rebellion, nor juſtified Y, 
the barbarous Extremities to which the F« 
Y 
v 


my, at that time, carry d things. And 
if any particular Men of their Families, 
or of their Perſuaſions in Matters f 
Religion, were guilty of that Rebellion; 
it ought no more to be charg d upon the 


preſent Body - of Diſſenters, than it was 
thought a Blemiſh on dome of the Wie- 
Kked Miniſtry under a late Reign, that 
their Grandfathers, Fathers, or Uncles, . 
1 75 were 
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were Regicides, Rebels, and Sequeſtra- | 


5 ; 

A tors. 5 

The preſent Diſſenters, in the mai 
, came heartily into the late happy Revo- 
8 


lution, under King WILLIAM III. of 
Glorious and Immortal Memory. And 
in all the Plots and Rebellions which have 
ſince _ and eſpecially in the laſt 
XZ Unnatural one, againſt King GEORGE; 
there hath not been one Perſon, that I 
now of, of that Denomination, who 
ſtands charg'd with one fingle ddt of Re- 
bellion, or to much as a Tendency that 
way. | 5 
7 The High- Churchmen, in concert with 
the Nonjurors and Papiſts, have of late 

e monopolized Rebellion, Faction, and 
edition; that one would think they en- 
vy'd the Diſſenters even that Imputation, 
which they themſelves have ſo often for- 
\. 4 . upon them. 

2 they now deſpair of playing their 
e ſold Seare- Came — In, 0 2 — 
ting the Diſſenters, by uſing them ill, and 
g etting their furious Clergy looſe upon 
chem, to perſecute them with Eccleſiaſti- 
ſeal Cenſures. For tho too many of the 

I latter 
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latter are ſtill ready to do that dirty and 
cruel Work; yet the Diſſenters, ſome of 
whom were bit by it in King Charles the 
Second's Reign, and carry'd thereby into | 
ſome indiſcreet Compliances in the ſuc- | 
| ceeding one of * James the Second, = 
now plainly ſee into t 


*"F 
** 


1165 


at Miſtake; and 155 : 
will be no more, tho innocently, the Tools | 


of others to diſtreſs the Conſtitution. 


And yet it muſt be own'd, that the 


Diſſenters have of late had all the Pro- 
wocations imaginable to make them run 
into ſuch Meaſures, if it were their Prin- 


ciple and Inclination. For how have 
they been hurt by ſome late Acts of Par- 
liament, and worry'd in Sermons and * 


Pamphlets by every little Prater and 
Scribbler? Have not the Mob been al- 
moſt every where excited to inſult and F* 


plunder them; to pull down their Meet- F 
ing-Houſes, and to deſtroy their Habi- 
tations? And have they not borne al! 
this without ſo much as (publickly) 2 

complaining, and applying to the Go- . 


vernment for Redreſs and Satisfaction? 


And ſhall we go on for ever to perſecute 1 
theſe Men, and to deprive them of the 


common 


a . 

ommon Adyantages of their Fellow- 
reatures? Is it their Crime, that they 
have ſhew'd themſelyes ſome of the beſt 
 Baubjedts the King hath ? ee 
HBeſides, did not the Diſſenters, when, to 

* Fompliment a Set of formal aukward High- 
FThurchmen, who I think never deſerv'd 
ch Reſpect; when ſome of King Georges 
riends, I ſay, weakly gave in to this 
Act againſt Occaſional Conformity, did 
Pot the Diſſenters bear it with a Temper 
and Prudence which was really merito- 
Fious? And did they not willingly ſub- 
mit to be diſtreſſed and mi when 
Fheir Friends told them it would thez con- 
guce to the Publick Good? And did 

hey not, conſequently, acquieſce under a 
Real Diſadvantage to themſelves, to gain 
iin Imaginary one to the King and the Pro- 
feſtant Succeſſion? 


A. Indeed, Sir, theſe Facts cannot be 
geny'd: and as I remember, when our 
"Biſhops were in diſtreſs in James the Se- 
a i ond's Reign, they declared that they 
Fould in due time fall into ſome proper 
Meaſures to make the Diſſenters ealy ; ſo 
'® E7 


and Excellent Sovereign, who would have 
all his Subjects to be eaſy and happy, 


ſcience towards them, 10 1 hope and be. 


already. And as to the Enemies whom 


618) 1 
I hope it is now the general Diſpoſition of 
both Houſes of Parliament, as 'tis motif 
certainly the Deſire of our moſt GraciouM 


And as the Legiſlature is willing to con. 
tinue the Toleration and Liberty of Con. 
lieve they are inclined to give them ſom: 
Eaſe from the Hardſhips put upon then 4 
by the Acts complain'd of. But ſome 
ſeem to doubt whether this be the proper 
Seaſon ro do it or not. | 7 


I 


> A aw & 


B. What Reaſons do they aſſign againſt \ 
doing it at this time? . 


2 
"LM 


A. Why, they fay we are not ſettlel 
enough to do it now, and that it will lok # 
King GEORGE more Friends among 
the Church-Party, than he can gain by 


i among the Diſſenters. 


+ 

B. Indeed I can't think it can gain him 
many zem Friends among the latter, be. 
cauſe they are all intirely in his Intereſt F' 


the 


2 
A 


J (39). 
ze Repeal of this Act may raiſe che King 
ofÞno0g the eee he has 
off&caſon to deſpiſe and flight them. I fear 
he bath but very few hearty Friends a- 
we mong Men of that Denomination: and if 
yy /uch, who pretend nom to be in his 
on. N ajeſty's Intereft, will quarr el with hin 
on. Wor his being deſirous to make their Fel- 
be. ow- Subjects * and happy; and de: 
me Flare, as ſome have done openly, that 
en hey don't know but it may raiſe another 
me Rebellion: it then appears to me demon- 
per : atiyely plain, That this is the very 
¶ Juncture to repeal this Act, that ſo our 
Good King may be ſure of ſome, and fur- 
int cher oblige his Trae Friends to aſſiſt him 
age inſt ſuch | Inſolent and Rebellious 
Cburchmen. For after this Act is re- 


bo 

8 
<= 
a 


lei f :ald,: bis Enemies of that ſortment will 
loſs de much leſs, able to hurt him, than they 
ong are now. | 3 B01 

by This Repeal will intirely deprive them 
of their Sting, and take away that, Bone 

of Contention which they are now per- 
hin petually throwing in the way, to raiſe 
be. Animoſities and Quarrels amongſt us. It 
reſt will by degrees compoſe and unite us all: 
om A C 2 and 
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bliſn' d Church, than tis poſſible ro do by t 


1 
means increaſed here, ſince the Tolera- 
. | = : 

8 . 


| (20) ; 
and if that be any Advantage, it will cer. 
tainly bring more People over to the Eſta. } 


51 
( 


the contrary Method. , 
I have heard that old L— as ſaid once 
in the Houſe of Commons, on the De. 
bate about the Act of Toleration, Thar if 
you took away from the Diſſenters the Cry of % 
Perſecution and ill Uſage, you would diſarm 
them of their great Gun. For, indeed, tho no 
one of Senſe will nor can ever be driven, 
by wrathful and rude Methods, to believe 
and practiſe as another doth in ſuch caſes; & 
yet by Kindneſs, and the Cords of a Man, fe 
you may draw People over to any thing Fr 
that is reaſonable, and not directly con- 1 
trary to God's Word. And I dare ſay, 
that if we would all agree to uſe the Diſ- 
ſenters well, and to treat them with Hu- 
manity and Goodneſs, in an Age or two 
the Moderate ones would generally come 
over to the Church. And I believe every 
obſerving Man in this City knows very 
well, that their Numbers have by no 
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( 21) 

ta- A. There is another thing which I. 
by {Whink ſuch as talk for the Church, and the 

Piſhops and Clergy in particular, ſhould 
ce @Fome into, for their own ſakes; and thar 
Je. , the Repeal of the Sacramental Teſt. For 
if Is it is certainly in it ſelf a profane thing, 
of Fo proſtitute fuch an Ordinance as that to 
n cular Affairs, and to make it the neceſ- 
no Mary Qualification and Introduction into 
en, Places; and hard in particular upon the 
ye Plergy, that they muſt take it themſelves 
s; very time they change a Living or get 
in, a new Preferment, tho they uſually admi- 
ng Fniſter it four times a year at leaſt, if not 
n- much oftner : ſo tis a very great Burden, 


iy, and indeed Oppreſſion upon them, as it 
Iif- now ſtands. For tho they are by the 
ju- th Canon obliged to prohibit open and 
wo notorious vicious Livers from coming to 
me the Communion, yet if any ſuch Perſon 
ry ſhould get a Place or Office, either Civil 


wh 
Y 
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ry or Military, and not be converted and 


no reform'd by his very Commiſſion, which 
ra- fear doth not often happen, the Miniſter 


is obliged notwithſtanding to give him the 
| FCommunion, under a ſevere Penalty: fo 
14 | 


that 


( 22 ) 
that as the matter now ſtands, the Clergy 
dre:puniſhable by 4 Statate-Lam, 2 gin F 
the Canons 2 e * 

Hina 
B Tis very true, Bir « and he what 
feveral of us have often complain'd of. 
And I hope our good Biſhops will agree r 
to eaſe us in * 6m Particular, when the Bill 
Comes into their Lordſhips Houſe. 
But in one word, as 'ris unjuſt, unrea-Þ # 
wünbie, and finful, to rive Men of 
their Civil Rights, and of the Benefits 
and Adyantages of Life, for differing from t 
us in their Sentiments about Religious f 
Matters, in which no one can believe or 
think any otherwiſe than his Reaſon and 
Underſtanding will let him; ſo I am per- 
fuaded, that Heaven hath in Judgment de. 
prived- us of that Quiet and Happineſs, 
Which one would think could mot but be 
enjoy*d under ſo excellent a Government 3 
a8 Gurs, for this cruel and unchriſtian Y; 
Treatment of our F ellow- Creatures: and 
therefore, in my Judgment, no Law or 
Ac of Parliamenr ſhould be continu d any 
longer; which hath any tendency that 
Raye” And F 3 we ſhall conſider oro 1 
thu * 


nz Wh his Act was gain'd by a Set of Men, who 
{have ſufficiently ſhew'd themſelves to be 
Mncither Friends to King GEORGE, nor 
nat to that Revolution, which procured us ſo 
of. great a Bleſſing, as his Excellent Govern- 
re ment. 5 1 
zi And I ſhall think, that whoever oppoſes 
She Repeal of this Act nom, will always 
ea- do ſo; and that his Pretence againſt the 
of N Seaſonableneſs of it, is the Reſult of his 
its real Averſion to the thing it ſelf, or his 
om too great Attachment to ſuch as now think 
fit to pretend to it. 


* 


by. 


And thus, Sir, you ſee the Sentiments 
Jof one Honeſt Man of our Coat, as you 
call it: and J queſtion not but many more 
of us are of the fame opinion, if thoſe 
be who are in Power would but once make 
ent f it ſafe and ad vantag eous to us to declare it. 
However, 


Liberavi Animam meam. 


1 4. 7 


ERRAT. P.7. 1,5, for are, read differ. 
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